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Freemasonry—What is it? 

Article By W. Bro. Stephen Dafoe—Freemasonry is the world's oldest and largest fraternal organiza-

tion. It is believed to have originated with the craft guilds of medieval Europe and latterly, to have 

expanded to admit those who did not actually belong to the trade. The literal stone masons are re-

ferred to as operatives while those who did not actually work in stone were called speculative masons. 

Secrecy 

The secrets of Freemasonry are concerned with its traditional modes of recognition. It is not a secret 

society, since all members are free to acknowledge their membership and will do so in response to 

enquiries for respectable reasons. Its constitutions and rules are available to the public. There is no 

secret about any of its aims and principles. Like many other societies, it regards some of its internal 

affairs as private matters for its members.  

While Freemasonry is the largest and best know fraternal organization the world has ever seen, it is 

without a doubt the least understood. It is hoped that this article and web site will help to make peo-

ple have a better understanding of the organization. 

 

Masonic ritual says the following of Freemasonry; "Freemasonry is a beautiful system of morality, 

veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols." While this statement is certainly true it is not the entire 

answer to the question, What is Freemasonry? This being said let us examine the portions of the 

statement. 

 

Freemasonry is a beautiful system of morality. 

Freemasonry while based on religious principles is not a religion and all members are nonetheless ad-

monished never to make it such. It is open to all men who profess a belief in a Supreme Being and 

who believe that that Supreme Being rewards virtue and punishes vice. In this sense men of good 

morals can join together in non-sectarian and non-denominational fellowship adhering to the moral 

tendencies common to all faiths.  

Veiled in allegory:  

The dictionary defines allegory as: 

"A story or narrative, as a fable, in which a moral truth or principle is presented by means of fictional 

characters, events, etc." Funk and Wagnalls Standard Desk Dictionary 

 

This is certainly true where Freemasonry is concerned for within the first three degrees (Craft Ma-

sonry) the candidate is told the story of the building of Solomon's Temple and more especially the 

Masonic legend of Hiram Abiff one of the three principal architects at its building. As each degree pro-

gresses moral lessons of instruction are unveiled as they relate to the legend. 

 

Illustrated by Symbols: 

To the Freemason all tools employed by the operative stone mason carry a moral tendency. Symbol-

ism has been, throughout all of recorded time, an important method of communicating ideas of all 

sorts. The square and compasses, the best known of these symbols are perhaps the most important 

of the symbols communicated to the Freemason.  

The Masonic order, in addition to the aforementioned definition contained in the ritual, is said to be a 

Brotherhood of men under the Fatherhood of God. Once again, while Freemasonry is not a religion, it 

is founded on religious principles and no man can be made a Freemason if he is an atheist. Whether 

Christian, Moslem or Jew the Freemason believes in the God who created the universe and all prayers 

are offered to Him. 
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Freemasonry has three particular principles of importance, which the Entered Apprentice (first-degree 

mason) is taught. These Masonic principles are Brotherly love, Relief and Truth. 

 

Brotherly Love: 

Every true Freemason shows tolerance and respect for the opinions of others and behaves with kind-

ness, patience and understanding towards his fellow creatures. In fact Freemasons are not permitted 

to discuss in open lodge topics that may cause differences of opinion, such as religion and politics. 

 

Relief: 

The Freemasons is taught to practice charity and to care for their own families and Brethren but also 

for the community as a whole. This charity can take the form of both charitable giving and by volun-

tary efforts and works as individuals within the community. 

 

Truth: 

The Freemasons strives for truth continually. This requires high moral standards and a desire to 

achieve them in their own lives inside and outside the confines of the lodge room. 

 

With further respect to charity Freemasonry has always been concerned with the care of orphans, the 

sick and the aged. Additionally it has given millions of dollars in financial aid to various charities. The 

principle difference between Masonic charity and others is that you will seldom see Freemasons in the 

newspaper holding a large check. It is rather Freemasonry's belief that charity should be given si-

lently. 

In society outside the lodge Freemasons are commanded to respect the laws of their land and to be 

patriotic to the country in which they live. Freemasonry contains nothing that would put him in con-

flict with his private, public and religious obligations but rather these Masonic principles, learned in 

lodge, should support him in the undertaking of his duties outside the lodge. 

Not a secret society: 

Perhaps the most misunderstood aspect of the Freemason's lodge has to do with secrecy. It is com-

monly said, in answer to this accusation, that Freemasonry is not a secret society but rather a society 

with secrets. While this is true, some Masons remain unaware of what is to be kept secret and as a 

result never discuss their association with Freemasonry for fear of revealing these secrets. What is 

never to be revealed to the general public are the signs and modes of recognition that would permit 

one to enter a Freemason's Lodge. Freemasons are free to acknowledge their membership in the soci-

ety and its constitutions and rules are available to the public. There is nothing secret about any of its 

aims and principles and the existence of this web site is a testament to that fact. Like many other so-

cieties Freemasonry regards some of its internal affairs as private matters for its members not even 

to be discussed with other lodges or their members. To this end the inner transactions and business 

of a Masonic lodge are no different of the closed-door meetings of any corporation or organisation.  

 

Loyalty: 

Another often-misunderstood aspect of Freemasonry is that Masons are expected to be loyal to the 

lodge above all else. This train of thought is no doubt due to the misquoting of the obligations taken 

by a Mason during each of the degrees. In reality a Mason is encouraged to do his duty first to God 

(by whatever name He is known) through his faith and religious practice and then, without detriment 

to his family and those dependent on him, to his neighbour through charity and service. While none of 

these ideas is exclusively the providence of Freemasonry it should be universally acceptable to all 

moral citizens. Freemasons are expected to follow them if they are to be members of the craft.  

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
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DARKNESS 

As each new candidate for Freemasonry is admitted into the lodge room on the occasion of his 

initiation, he is said to be in a state of ‘darkness’. 

The state of darkness is symbolical of the candidate being (as all candidates are) in a state of 

spiritual ignorance of the Masonic philosophy. He remains in that state until ‘brought to light’ 

in the traditional and regular Masonic manner. 

The Masonic process is directly related to the creation of the universe as recorded in Genesis 

iii 3-4 reading: ‘And God said, let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, 

that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.’ 

In an explanatory charge in the initiation ceremony dealing with the reasons for preparation, 

an allusion is made to the candidate’s former state of darkness when he is told that ‘the heart 

must be made to conceive before the eye can be permitted to discover’. 

The symbolic state of darkness applied to Masonic candidates follows on from ancient myster-

ies, e.g. Druid, Grecian and Persian mysteries, where those seeking entry were often required 

to undergo periods of confinement in darkness, solitude and fasting, in preparation for their 

admission in what was termed as an act of regeneration. 
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Mason on the Moon 
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FIDELITY 

Fidelity implies the faithful performance of a duty, the demonstration of fealty, allegiance and loy-

alty, or unswerving adherence to a cause or obligation. 

It is brought to the notice of every newly initiated brother as being an excellence of character; in 

relation to Freemasonry, the candidate is instructed that his fidelity should be exemplified in a 

number of prescribed ways. 

Much is made of representational expression and movement in the portrayal and explanation of 

the Masonic philosophy. Evidence of the importance placed on the subject of fidelity is shown by 

the allotting to it of a special sign or posture. It is appropriate that central to the sign is the heart, 

whence springs all human life and emotions. 

The sign of fidelity is employed at different points of Masonic ceremonies and practices. In par-

ticular, at the conclusion of meetings, a most suitable opportunity is provided for all brethren to 

demonstrate together in a solemn and sincere manner their fidelity to the order. 

It is also of moment that at the consecration of lodges and the dedication of temples, salt is 

sprinkled on the floor of the lodge room as a symbol of fidelity as well as hospitality and friend-

ship. 
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Old Tiler Talks— Gold and Iron 

"Old Tiler, why are not more Masons, Masons?" asked the New Brother in the anteroom.  

"For the same reasons that not more friends are friends, or hot dogs, sausages, I guess," an-

swered the Old Tiler. "You tell me the answer."  

 

"It seems mighty queer to me that we can't make more lodge members feel the inner spirit of 

Freemasonry," answered the New Brother. "I can't understand it."   

 

"That shows you haven't a very observing pair of eyes or a great understanding of human na-

ture," smiled the Old Tiler. "If this were a perfect world made up of perfect men there would be no 

need of Freemasonry!"  

 

"Maybe not. But if you can see what I can't, and understand what is hidden from me, tell me, 

won't you?"  

 

"I'll try," answered the Old Tiler. "A great many years ago there was a great leader of men on 

earth; I don't know whether it was Guatama Buddha, or Mohammed, or Brahma. No matter what 

his name was, this great leader and teacher of men wandered in a sparely settled part of the back 

country near the sea, hungry and tired and footsore. He had asked several of the country people 

for aid and shelter but while they were not unkind they also were poor and offered him nothing, 

thinking him one of themselves.  

 

"At last, however, he found a poor peasant who took him in. The peasant gave him some dry 

clothes, for his were wet from storm, and shared his crust of bread and his humble cottage. In the 

morning he gave the wanderer breakfast and a staff to help him on his way.  

 

"'What can I do to repay you?' asked the great leader of his host.  

"'I need no payment. I, too, have been a wanderer and you have both my sympathy and my aid 

for love only,' answered the peasant. "'Then the great leader told him who he was. 'And because I 

have power, I will reward you in any way you wish,' he said. 'Choose what you will have.'  

 

"'If it is indeed so, oh, my Lord,' answered the peasant, 'give me gold; gold, that I may buy 

clothes and food and women and wine; gold, that I may have power and place and prominence 

and happiness.'  

 

"'Gold I can give you, but it would be a poor gift,' answered the great leader. 'Who has gold with-

out earning it eats of the tree of misery. And because you have been kind to me I will not give 

you such a curse. Gold you shall have, but a task you shall do to earn it. You wear an iron brace-

let. On the shore of the sea, among many, is a pebble which if you touch it to iron will turn it to 

gold. Find it, and all iron will be your gold.'  
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"Hardly stopping to thank his benefactor, the peasant ran to the seashore to pick up pebbles and 

touch them to his bracelet to see if it would turn to gold. All morning he ran, picking up pebbles, 

touching the iron, and then, so that he wouldn't pick up the wrong pebble twice, he tossed the use-

less pebbles, which were not the magic stone, into the sea.  

 

"After a while the task became monotonous; pick up pebble, touch it to iron, throw it out in the sea

- over and over again. So he amused himself with visions of what he would do when he should 

have won the great wealth. He planned his harem and his wine cellar, pictured the great banquets 

he would give, thought of the slaves he would purchase and how he would be recognized by all as 

a rich and powerful noble. Meanwhile, of course, he was busy picking up pebbles, touching them to 

his bracelet and throwing them into the sea.  

 

"The day wore on. The visions became more and more entrancing, the task more and more me-

chanical. And at last, just as the sun was going down, the peasant looked at his bracelet- and be-

hold! It was ruddy yellow gold! Some one of the thousands of pebbles he had touched to the iron 

was the lucky one, the magic one, and because he had been thinking of something else, doing his 

task mechanically, he cast it into the sea."  

 

The Old Tiler stopped, thoughtfully puffing at his cigar. "That's a very nice fable," observed the New 

Brother.  

 

"Much," answered the Old Tiler. "In Masonry we are too much like the peasant. We take the peb-

bles of the beach, the many that apply to us, touch them to the iron of our Freemasonry and cast 

them out into the sea of life. Or we take the touchstone which is Freemasonry and touch it to the 

iron which is a man, and let him throw it away. Work the simile how you will, what we do is to ne-

glect the newly made Mason; we give him only perfunctory attention. We do our work mechani-

cally. We are letter perfect in our degrees, and too often without the spirit of them. We have ritual-

ists who can dot every I and cross every T, who have every word in place and no wrong words, but 

who have no knowledge of what they say. I once knew a Grand Master who didn't know what a 

hecatomb was, and plenty of Masons cannot tell you if the two pillars on the porch were supports 

for a loafing place or whether they have a spiritual meaning not at all concerned with the porches.  

 

"The reason more Masons do not deserve the title is not altogether their fault. It's our fault! We 

don't know enough ourselves to teach them; we don't care enough about it to teach them. A good 

balance in the bank, a growing membership, a free feed, 'nice' degrees- and we call ourselves a 

successful lodge. But we make only ten men real Masons for every hundred to whom we give the 

degrees, and the fault is ours, not theirs; my fault, your fault, our fault because we don't study, 

don't learn, don't care to learn the real secrets of Freemasonry and so cannot teach them."  

 

"There is one who teaches in this lodge," answered the New Brother, slowly, "and one who tries to 

learn."  

 

"Yes?" answered the Old Tiler. "Who are they?"  

 

"You, who teach, and I, who try to learn," answered the New Brother.  

 

"Humph," grunted the Old Tiler, but his eyes smiled, well pleased.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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All is quiet  in the South—the lull before the storm of Instal-

lation perhaps? The Grand Inspector will be with us this 

year just to put a wee bit of pressure on the officers and 

brethren. 

News from the South Lodge Birthdays 

Derek Butterfield  38 (J HM)  

Jock Hannaford     38 (J HM)   

Doug Bailey           11   

Kevin Green   7 

Jim Woodford  6   

Luke Sadler   1  
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QUESTIONING THE STEWARD 

Q. How were you first to be made a Steward? 

A. My coat sleeves, shirt sleeves and vest sleeves were rolled up, and a corkscrew thrust into 

my hand. 

 

Q. What is a corkscrew?  

A. An instrument fashioned like a winding staircase which our ancient Brethren ascended to re-

ceive their beer. 

 

Q. Where did they receive it? 

A. In a convenient room below the chamber. 

 

Q. How did they receive it? 

A. In half tankards and tankards. 

 

Q. Why in that peculiar manner? 

A. In half tankards well knowing the same could easily be replenished, or in tankards from the 

great reliance they placed on the mildness of the brew in those days. 

 

Q. Name the two advertisements that hung at the porchway or entrance. 

A. That on the left was called ‘Tusker’ and that on the right was called ‘Solbrew’. 

 

Q. What was their separate and conjoined signification’s? 

A. The former denotes ‘No.1’ and the latter ‘XXX’ and when conjoined ‘Instability’. 

 

Q. What is beer? 

A. A peculiar product of chemistry, veiled in mystery and illustrated by labels. 

 

Q. How is it depicted? 

A. By a ear of corn and a couple of hops placed near a barrel of water. 

 

Q. How do you know yourself to be a Steward? 

A. By repeated trials and sessions at the bar and a willingness of the Worshipful Master to re-

lease me early so as to get to the bar before the other less fortunate Brethren. 
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A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the 

support of Paul.   George Bernard Shaw 

 

Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car 

keys to teenage boys.  P.J.  O'Rourke, Civil Libertarian 

 

Government is the great fiction, through which everybody endeavours to 

live at the expense of everybody  else.  Frederic Bastiat, French 

economist (1801-1850) 

 

I don't make jokes. I just watch the government and report the 

facts.  Will Rogers 

 

If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs 

when it's free!  P.J. O'Rourke 

 

In general, the art of government consists of taking as much money as 

possible from one party of the citizens to give to the other.   Voltaire   (1764) 

 

Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean politics won't take an interest in 

you!  Pericles (430 B.C.) 

 

No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session. 

Mark Twain   (1866) 

 

Talk is cheap...except when government does  it.     Anonymous 

 

The government is like a baby's alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one end and no respon-

sibility at the other.    Ronald Reagan 

 

The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the 

skin. Mark Twain 

 

What this country needs are more unemployed politicians. Edward Langley, Artist  

 

A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything 

you have.  Thomas Jefferson 

 

We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office.  Aesop 

 

 

THE CONSTITUTION  

 

They keep talking about drafting a Constitution for Iraq....   why don't we just give them ours?  

It was written by a lot of really smart guys, it has worked well for over 200 years, and we're not 

using it anymore. 


